
Minutes of the first meeting of Newton Parish Council held at Shelford 
Village Hall on Thursday May 28, 2015 at 7.45pm.

Lucas Morgan (chairman)
John Fearn Alex Carlyle

Margaret Goulder (v/chairman) Isobel Shouler

Also present the  Clerk Mike Elliott,  Notts County Council  member Coun. Kay Cutts 
and Rushcliffe Borough Council member Coun. Nigel Lawrence and two members of 
the public.

1] ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN  Coun. Lucas Morgan was elected

2] DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST    There were none

3] ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN   Coun. Mrs Margaret Goulder was elected.

4] APPOINTMENT OF CLERK
The council agreed to the appointment of Mr Mike Elliott as clerk for at least the

first 12 months of the life of the new council.  He said he would send to members the 
NALC recommended payment rates and also a Contract that would need to be 
provided for him. 

The council agreed to purchase a lever arch folder to be used  as the Minute 
book.  It was agreed that payment due to Came and Company for the council 
insurance and to Beverley Bingham for grass cutting be paid on behalf of the council 
by Rushcliffe Borough Council.

The clerk advised members that the council have precepted for £12,123 plus a 
£257 grant from the Borough,  The approximate figure that will be given to Newton 
from the existing balances held currently by   the Borough will be in the region of  
£23,550 minus any payment made by them on behalf of the parish council.

5] CASUAL VACANCIES 
The four vacant positions had been advertised and the council was, said the 

clerk, at liberty to fill the vacancies without the need to go through the normal formal 
procedure providing this occurs within 35 days of May 11.

The clerk advised that Mr David Simms of 9 Firefly Close and who had been a 
parish councillor for 12 years and who had worked  in local government for 22 years 
but who was currently on holiday would like to be considered for nomination and it 
was agreed he be invited to take a place.

The council agreed to co-opt Michelle Topping and agreed that the date for her 
to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form be extended to the date of the 
next meeting.

6) DATES FOR FUTURE MEETINGS
The council agreed to use East Bridgford Methodist Church for its meetings, It 

would be available for meetings of the council, at a charge of £15 for a two hour 
meeting.   It was agreed to ask if it would be available on   the fourth Thursday of the 
month, with a 7.30pm start. 

Members agreed that both minutes and agendas be sent to them by email.
Coun. Fearn agreed to put meeting notices and minutes on the two council 

boards when the clerk supplied them.

7] BANKING ARRANGEMENTS AND BANK SIGNATURES
It was agreed to open the council bank account with NatWest and that two 

members sign cheques.   It was agreed that Couns. Fearn, Goulder and Shouler and 
the clerk be signatures to the account. 



8] MEMBERS’ MATTERS
The meeting was told that Broadband boxes had been established in parts 

of the village but were not yet fully operational. A sports day was being arranged 
on July 19 and help would be appreciated.

The question of a website was discussed and Coun. Fearn was to progress 
with matter and organise a council site.  He said he was willing to be responsible 
for the running of it.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.05pm


