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Minutes of a Council meeting of Newton Parish Council  
held in the Car Colston Village Hall, Car Colston,  

on WEDNESDAY 22 March 2017 at 7.30pm 
  

Councillors: 
 Alex Carlyle (A), Janet Dobson, James Fisher,   
Tony Forward, Margaret Goulder, Sarah Shaw,  

Isabel Shouler, David Simms (Chairman), Michelle Topping 
  
Also present: Clerk Bill Banner, County Councillor Kay Cutts, Borough Councillor Nigel Lawrence, and seventeen 
members of the public, including leader of the Borough Council, Neil Clarke.  
 
1. Apologies for Absence: Cllr Alex Carlyle - approved  
 
2. Declarations of Interest: None 
 
3. Chairman’s announcements:  The Chairman told members that the Council has received, by e-mail, 4 letters of 

complaint and 11 letters of support for the decision taken on 27 October 2017 about the proposed play area location. 
These have been received in the last 2 weeks and all were unprompted by the Council. This matter will be addressed 
at Item 8 on the Agenda when a statement of the Council’s position will be read out.         

 
4. Minutes of the full Council meeting held on 22 February 2017: these were accepted unanimously and duly signed 

by the chairman.  
 

5. Clerk's report on Matters arising from the minutes: Nothing to report other than a further lack of service being 
experienced with NatWest Bank at Bingham. The mandate forms completed by members a few months earlier were 
still sitting in a folder at the branch and have only just been submitted to their main branch after a visit from the clerk. 

 
6. Open Session for Members of the Public to Raise Matters of Council Business 

The Chairman asked members of the public whether they wished to move this item to later in the Agenda and by a 
show of hands members of the public elected to move it until after item 8 
 

7. Community Hall provision: Cllr Simms referred to the results of questionnaires completed by residents and informed 
members that the opportunity to lease building 29 has been withdrawn by the owner as the location was not seen to 
be suitable for public usage because of safety concerns, but the building of the former guardhouse has been offered. 
Members agreed the guardhouse would be much more appropriate, particularly as it is in a good central situation plus 
the history of the building and members approved unanimously to respond positively to the offer. The clerk was 
authorised to instruct an architect to assist with the planning application process. A working group of Cllrs Tony Forward, 
Michelle Topping, Sarah Shaw and James Fisher was appointed to move on with the plans. The clerk undertook to 
advise the owner and request receipt of the promised 999-year lease with a peppercorn rent. It was noted that the 
£250,000 Section 106 money from the Bellway development has been requested by the Borough Council and this may 
become available for use with the guardhouse refurbishment. 

       A budget of £1,000 was agreed for the clerk to use for related inescapable fees and costs  
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8. Play Area: Cllr Simms read out a statement – attached – to summarise the position of the Council.  

The clerk added that we have just had confirmation that the funding application for £14,000 from Notts County Council 
SLC Fund has been successful  
 

8a. Open Session for Members of the Public to Raise Matters of Council Business 
Standing Orders were suspended at 8.03pm to allow residents to make the following statements and comments: 

• The decision regarding the precise location for the play equipment was dividing the community 

• The guard house land provided a play area opportunity that Council could use rather than the present proposal 

• House sales for nearby properties are at risk 

• Disagreement that the feelings expressed at the resident’s meeting of the previous week were against the project 

• A resident read out the contents of an anonymous letter they had received by post – members of Council and the 
public expressed their disgust about the language used in the letter 

• Suggestion to mark out the land. 

• Village volunteers should join project working groups – children to be included in the equipment decision making 
process 

• Communication in general needs to be improved 

• Residents Association should be formed to produce a regular newsletter with Parish Council support 

• Good support for the use of the guardhouse as a community building 

• Vehicle speeding in Wellington Avenue needs a solution 
Standing orders were reinstated at 8.28pm 

 
Most members of public left at this stage, reducing the number to two 
 

9. Finance:  
The clerk reviewed the Budget allocations for 2017/18 together with the difficulties in establishing accuracy in view of 
the two ongoing major projects of the play-area and the village hall. It was decided by a vote of seven in favour and 
one abstention to leave the expenditure as presented, but omit the word “Hall” from the Capital budget item. 
In view of the on-going difficulties about cheque signatories with Nat West Bank, members unanimously agreed that 
Council moves to another bank and the clerk was authorised to make application to HSBC at West Bridgford, to include 
internet banking facility. 

     
The following payments were approved and cheques signed: 
 

Cheque Payee     For      Amount 
81   Streetwise  Playground inspection to Feb 2017   £198.00 
82   A J Forward  Print ink      £  54.99 
83   JSBC Ltd                            Clerk extra hours - February                           £480.00 
84   Car Colston Village Hall     March room booking    £  20.00 
85  Timothy O’Brien  Logo design     £150.00  
86   NALC   Annual Subscription – due 01 April 2017  £133.95 
87  Bryan Cather  Architect’s Plan of guardhouse   £278.45 
88  JSBC Ltd  Clerk extra hours - March                                              £540.00 
89  W A Banner   Reimbursement of March expenses   £  52.00 
 

10. Planning applications: None 
 
11. Recent Borough Council decisions: None 
 
12. Defibrillator 

The clerk confirmed that despite reminders nothing positive has been heard from the 1936 (Newton) Squadron ATC 
for use of the outside wall of their building, involving use of trickle electricity for light and anti-frost heat in the winter. A 
response is still awaited from MOD HQ.  
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The clerk will investigate having the defibrillator fixed onto the outside of the former guardhouse or security building 
and was authorised to proceed with this as soon as possible. 

 
13. Newton Bridleway – The revised route has not yet been cleared for easy access as sheep are occupying the space. 

After lambing, members are confident that the farmer will remove these and that the bridleway will then become 
accessible.   
 

14. Letterhead logo – The colour version is now available for use on the website and future publications. The black & 
white version will be used in future on all mail issued by the clerk.  

 
15. Council Communications:  

a) In order to improve the speed of communication, it was agreed that unapproved draft minutes, suitably marked, 
should go on the notice boards and onto the website soon after the meeting 

b) Both notice boards should continue to be used for Parish Council Notices 
c) It was agreed to publish the details of the Village Hall questionnaire on the website. It was also agreed that the 

website will be checked to ensure all the publicity requirements of the Localism Act 2015 appears.  
The Council Complaints Policy and Code of Conduct Statement is to be added to the website. 
 

16. Councillors’ Reports:  
Cllr Kay Cutts reviewed her recent activities and confirmed the Notts County Council increase in the 2017/18 Council 
Tax was 4.75%. She expressed concern about lorries using Wellington Avenue. 
She said that because of boundary changes at the County Council after May she will no longer represent Newton and 
that this was the last Parish meeting she would attend.  She wished the Council much luck and congratulated the 
group of members for the progress made as a relatively new Council 
The opening and closing time of the gates to the industrial buildings was queried and the clerk undertook to find out 
the permitted times from RBC Planning Department 
On behalf of all members, the chairman thanked Kay for her excellent support and commitment to Newton and 
wished her good luck in her new areas of responsibility.                                                                                                             
Cllr Nigel Lawrence commented that the members had handled the play area location complaints well and clarified 
the statutory role of the clerk in acting for the Council and the delegated responsibility of the clerk being the Proper 
and Responsible Officer to communicate on behalf of the Council. 
Cllr Shouler thanked Cllr Lawrence for his support at the resident’s meeting and the clerk thanked him for the help 
provided in the preparation of the statement read out by the chairman. 

 
17.  Reports from Outside Organisations: None 

 
18.  Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 26 April 2017 
 
      The chairman thanked all members for their support during a difficult meeting. 
      The meeting closed at 9.21pm 
 
 
Signed: Chairman   ……………………………………………… Date …………………………………….  
 


