
Newton Parish Council 

Draft Minutes of a meeting of the working party on 5 April 2016 at Royal Oak, Main Street, 
East Bridgford, 7.30pm to 9.45pm. 

Cllrs present

Chair  Cllr Mrs I Shouler Cllr Mrs M Topping,  Cllr D Simms,  Cllr A Forward

Other members of the Working Party

Mrs Kirsty  Waters     Kirstywatersk@yahoo.co.uk 

Mrs Sharon  Wilson   Scareywheeler@hotmail.com

Carl Henshaw           Chhenshaw@gmail.com 

Jason  Stray             Jasonstray@hotmail.co.uk  

Jamie  Weber           Jamie.weber@gmail.com  

Apologies from 

Cllr Mrs  J Dobson,  Mrs P Harris    Ppoile@hotmail.co.uk    

In attendance 

E Temple (minute taker) 

Members of the public

Cllr L Morgan Cllr Mrs M Goulder Cllr A Carlyle 

Mr Lee Sycamore,   Chartered Membership of the Landscape Institute    (CMLI) of  
Landscape Design Services landscape architecture + design:  

tel 07977 010 627    email@landscapedesignservices.co.uk

Mrs Heather  Richardson Mr Keith Long Mrs Janine Long Mrs Gemma Simms 

Mrs Janet  Forward,   Mrs Anna Strafford

1 Apologies for absence 

Mrs J Dobson and  Mrs P Harris  

2 Minutes of the meeting held on 16 March 2016. 

Noted that  item 4  of previous minutes may not be entirely correct re outline planning 
permission. Agreed that these be approved subject to that caveat.

Matters arising, not covered in the following agenda. None.

3.1  Planning permission needed for land leased from Residents Association?  See clause 
4.4 and 23.1  of existing lease. The Landlord does not need to be asked for consent but 
unless planning permission has already been issued, the PC will have to apply to Rushcliffe 
BC for outline planning permission, or to  be told by RBC in writing that that the PC  does not
need planning permission. If the proposed play area does need outline planning permission, 
then this will set back the timetable. It was noted that Newton PC already has a 25 year 
lease of an area of land at Wellington Avenue from the residents association, for which it 
pays £10 pa rent. 
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Action Mr Temple to write to planning control at Rushcliffe BC

Further to this Cllr Alex Carlyle confirmed he had already spoken to RBC and they had 
stated that planning permission is not required for the playground, unless the height of the 
equipment is more than 4m tall. If the height is less than 4m tall, the Council should notify 
the development control (planning) dept, rather than make a formal application.  

Under “The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 
2015” the council is allowed to construct the following: 

 any small ancillary building, works or equipment on land belonging to or maintained by them
required for the purposes of any function exercised by them on that land  otherwise than as 
statutory undertakers; 

Action Mr Temple to write to planning control at Rushcliffe BC 

3.2 Who is the tenant? 

The existing lease is granted  to Shelford and Newton PC, the Land Registry entries need to 
reflect only Newton PC and there should be some document recording the split of the two 
parish councils so that the correct name of the PC as tenant is shown at the Land Registry 
and can be shown to any grant funder 

Action Mr Temple to find the document recording the split of the two parish councils for filing 
at the Land Registry 

4. Location details 

Reported that the PC has asked for further review of the most suitable location.  

Mr Sycamore was invited to speak, as apart from his professional qualifications, he had 
assisted Lowdham Parish Council in connection with the construction of their new play area. 
A copy of his report is attached.  

He advised that he should be invited to have a walk of the Newton area with 2 or 3 Cllrs to 
evaluate the most suitable sites for a play area and a feasibility study. He has no personal 
interest in which site is chosen. Linked in to this, as relevant, will be  

a)who owns the land he recommends as possibilities,  

b)whether there are restrictive covenants on the title preventing use for a play area, and  

c) whether the landowner agrees to the use.  

It may be that after consultation, the PC chooses the existing leased area in Wellington 
Avenue, but more evidence-gathering and more consultation is needed before any decision 
is made.  

If different sites are chosen as possibilities, it is necessary to be specific in a request to a 
landowner as to precisely which bit of land is requested. Too general a request will receive  
too general a reply. 

Action Mrs Shouler to arrange with Mr Svcamore an inspection  walk round the area with 
preferably at least 2 other Cllrs.  

5. Public consultations 

Feedback from Sports Day Committee 



The Sports Day Committee met to discuss using the sports day as a fundraising event for 
the play area. It was strongly felt that to organise such a large event would take considerable
time and man power and therefore it has been suggested this year it is held later in the 
Summer. The committee is now considering hosting this on Sunday 4th September. An 
appeal for more help will be made via Facebook in the near future. The group are meeting 
every 2-3 weeks to continue organising the event and anyone interested should contact 
Heather Richardson. 

Feedback from Easter Egg Hunt questionnaires. 

About 40 questionnaires were completed and handed in. General wish for play area for 
young children with a slide, swings and a climbing frame.  It was recognised that this sample
might be slightly skewed in that it would only be parents of small children who completed 
these because of the nature of the event. But more need to be completed.  

Further public consultations are to be held over the coming months. This will include a more 
in-depth questionnaire being circulated to all Newton residents and representation by the 
committee at any community events. The Facebook page 'Newton Play Area' will also 
continue to form part of a wider discussion surrounding the play area.   

Questionnaires? 

A view was expressed that in the questionnaires or in some other way, the Newton residents
should be asked what they want to be done with the precept money surplus. Eg a new play 
area somewhere, a village hall somewhere, a bandstand somewhere?  

It was sought not to let builders off the hook if there is already a definite binding planning 
obligation to build a play area at no expense to the village.  

Action Mr Temple to write to Rushcliffe planners and enquire. Also that the questionnaires 
be reviewed to add in further items as requested. 

 6.Construction and choice of equipment  

It was noted that the insurers will require regular checks of the condition of the equipment by
qualified Health and Safety experts. This will be an ongoing cost to the Parish Council. The 
amount is as yet uncertain but is to be ascertained. 

It was noted that the Chair and some others on the Committee had already made 
arrangements to consult possible contractors to evaluate possibilities of what equipment 
would be most suitable, and costings. It was agreed that this should continue. Refer back to 
next meeting. 

Reports on meetings with potential contractors, and possible pricings. 

We have met with three contractors to discuss the option on the Wellington Avenue site. No 
other sites have been investigated as yet but will be pending the outcome of the feasibility 
survey of the land and any subsequent feedback from the land owner.  

Feedback from Lowdham meeting 

Cllr Mrs Shouler reported that she and Cllr Mrs Topping had met Mrs Gething of the 
Lowdham play area, she is a parent driving the project not a Lowdham Parish Cllr. The 
Lowdham Play Area behind the Village Hall cost about £75,000 + VAT. Mr Sycamore had 
assisted with the design and application for grant funding.  

Action None 
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7 Maintenance 

Streetwise estimates to be asked for in due course 

Action None.  

8 Financing  

It is believed that the similar project on Lowdham Village Hall cost about £75,000. Newton 
needs to obtain detailed costings of what equipment is chosen, what it costs to buy and 
install. But for the purposes of making calculations at this stage, it was agreed to estimate 
costs at £75,000.  

Possible sources of grant funding 

WREN FCC community action fund,  

Biffa landfill community fund 

Veolia landfill community fund 

Nottingham supporting local communities fund 

Rural Community Action Nottinghamshire (RCAN)  

Notts County Council 

None of these will fund 100% and all require part of the funding from alternative sources.  
Biffa for example requires 20% or more to be found from alternative sources. 20% of 
£75,000 is £15,000 and it was noted that it was not just the equipment cost and installation, 
but design fees, lowering of the pavement for access by push chairs/prams and any vehicles
of contractors. It might also be useful to factor in installation of 2m high hedges to preserve 
privacy of the children, and safety, and an incidental benefit would be to reduce noise form 
the play area for the benefit of nearby houses.  

Mrs Shouler reported that the PC had agreed in principle to support the project up to a 
maximum of £20,000.  

VAT issues? On equipment? On builders fees?  

Resolved that the Committee recommend to Council that enquiry be made to obtain written 
confirmation that any VAT charged on the equipment and installation is fully recoverable by 
the PC. Cllr Simms, seconded by Cllr Topping and all in favour. Cllr Mrs Goulder advised 
from the floor that the PC is registered for VAT. 

Fund raising events? 

Provisional plan for an event on Sunday 4 September, just before school starts and that 
there be organised in the village some other fund-raising events to obtain additional cash 
resources and that this item be put on the agenda for the next committee meeting. 

Open play area committee bank account? The Parish Council banks at Natwest Bank and it 
was considered a useful idea that if a separate bank account is opened, it is opened at 
Lloyds Bank in  Bingham  so that there can be no confusion with PC monies.  

Action Cllr Forward to open bank account 



Possible sources of grant funding? Progress? 

It was noted that the various sources of grant funding insist on ensuring wide community 
involvement. Eg Is the project supported by the community, does it meet community needs, 
how will the project make a difference, who will benefit?  

Mrs Shouler reported that the Committee had  set up a Facebook page linked to Newton 
Parish Council to enable contributions of views from as many as possible.  

In the future, if it is considered appropriate, the Parish Council will be asked to have  
consultation leaflets  printed at Parish Council expense for a drop at houses in the village.  

The following particular points were noted:- 

a) There are no community facilities in the village, no pub, no café, no shop, no village hall, 
no petrol station, no school, no leisure facilities, and relatively few trees.  

b) A school bus has been laid on to take primary school age children from Newton to East 
Bridgford because crossing the A6097 is so potentially dangerous.  

c) A large number of families in the middle of nowhere with nowhere to go, and no 
connection to the original local and very different community.  Resident action is a very good
place to begin - perhaps the only place.  A children’s play area is an obvious first step, as it 
can get the whole community behind it.  But older children and teenagers will need things 
too, and the adults also have need of places to meet and mingle. So the play area is 
intended to be the first of hopefully a sequence of ‘building blocks’ in the village to help it re-
develop a sense of local “Community”. 

Action Nothing at present. 

9 Insurances 

 Risks during construction and  ongoing risk assessment 

Action Nothing at present 

10 Target timescales?  adjust/add/delete amend as necessary  

Action  

These were recognised as aspirations and in views of the differing views of villagers, these 
may be put back. They are being left in only as a reminder of what needs to be done but 
timings and details may change. 

By 30 July 2016 

1. To agree a site for the play area 

2. To file applications for grant funding. This will involve preparation of supporting evidence. 
Parish Council approval will be needed to sign off the applications.  

3. To file planning application for detailed approval, if needed. 

4. To prepare initial risk assessment re construction.  

By 30 September 2016 

1. Locate agreed funding 
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2. If necessary, enter into a contract for stage 1 of the equipment installation until more funds
are available. Preferably for the whole lot.  

3. Arrange with County Highways about lowering the pavement for push chair/pram access. 

By 30 November 2016 (any slippage not to be later than 21 March 2017)  

      Project  to be delivered as complete.  

10. Date and location  of next Committee meeting 

      Tuesday 3 May 2016 at Royal Oak , Main Street, East Bridgford. at 7.30pm 

11. Date and location of next Parish Council Meeting 

 Wednesday 27th April at Car Colston Village Hall. 

12. Any other business 

None,  

13. There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.20pm  

Mrs I Shouler, Chair…………………………………………. 

NEWTON PARISH COUNCIL   PLAY / OPEN SPACE PROVISION 

Initial comments by Mr L Sycamore of Landscape Design Services. 

Suggested approach (this is intended for use as an initial guide and is not exhaustive) 

Step 1:  Inception (fact finding) 

Explore and collate background info / previous & current planning obligations / 
responsibilities and any previous aspirations of the community / local residents. This 
includes all the good work carried out to date and for example, may include clarifying land 
ownerships and the existing facilities or maintenance arrangements of the Parish council, 
and residents. (Including all agreements at Borough, Ward or Parish level?). The general 
aim here is to establish clarity. This will help raise or dispel any misconceptions or identify 
any constraints; be they legal, historic, emotional or physical.  

It will also help to develop a firm foundation on which to go forward and will assist greatly 
with providing evidence for any future funding bids in step 6. 

Step 2:  Feasibility   

Once the background has been researched and the physical constraints gathered. It will be 
necessary to establish ‘the needs’ and aspirations of the community.  



Typically this where a steering group is formed and initial public consultation is sought on the
type of improvements needed? I always find this is an important stage to bring everyone up 
to speed and include the wider views and feelings of the residents.  

I have successfully done this is the form of a workshop or ‘drop in’ session which offers face 
to face discussions.  

It may necessary to explore a number of options and possible sites and evaluate the 
strengths, weaknesses etc 

 Also to investigate the wider surrounding context of existing facilities and catchment of 
neighbouring villages. 

Step 3. Scope and Brief  

Identify possible project(s) and develop a scope and brief. At this stage it should be 
emerging what is practical and the aspirations of the local community.  

A simple project brief is needed to set out the aims and objectives of the project. (These 
could be both social and physical eg. One Newton?). This will help guide the design and 
focus the attention on possible external / match funding opportunities available and set 
timescales for delivery.  

Step 4. Design Development (Outline stage) 

Prepare outline design, visuals and specification for the project. (depending on brief and 
scope, cost of project – unknown at present time).  Budget cost estimates of likely works and
programme. 

Step 5. Community Consultation 

Successful consultation should run alongside the entire project; however the public will 
automatically want to see the final proposals and raise any support or concerns.  

An open event or display / flyers are typically a good way to do this, where residents are 
invited to review the draft plans and ideas before these are finalised. This allows any 
amendments to be made before developing the proposals further. Schools are another good
way of this. 

Step 6.  Funding applications  

Complete detailed designs / specifications and submit applications for external / match 
funding.  

Step 7.  Tender 

On successful award of funding; prepare documents for tender. The process will need to be 
guided by the PC procurement rules. Normally a tender period of up to 4 weeks is given for 
tenderers to return their prices, these are then evaluated and a contract awarded.  In some 
instances a copy of the successful tender is requested by the funding body before a formal 
agreement can be entered into. (NB: Sometimes this can take up to 6 weeks.) 

Step 8.  Contract & Works Start 

Prepare contract for works to commence –management of works on site / prestart, progress 
meetings, inspections and instructions.   
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Step 9. Completion  

Works are complete and inspected to ensure they meet the required standard before 
handover. 

Step 10. Opening event  

Celebration event, maximise PR & press exposure, invite funders and residents. Enjoy! 

Step 11. Management & maintenance 

Develop routine maintenance programme for future management of facility.


