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On your marks… Get set… GO! 
Welcome to this, our first Newsletter for Newton residents in recent years! We certainly won’t claim to be the 

first, but our community is growing and many of you lately have expressed an interest in receiving some form of 

publication. So, we couldn’t pass up this, our 4th Annual Newton Sports Day (and hopefully with many of our 

community gathered together at the Starting Line), as the perfect opportunity to raise the profile and secure 

your support! 

Our aim is simple, to produce a Newsletter that: 

 Reaches out to our residents across many age groups 

 Helps to draw the community together through creative, fun and informative articles, news, mutual hobbies 

and interests 

 Provides welcome publicity for local events, activities, services and small businesses 

How will we distribute it? Well that’s partly up to you, our target audience! However: 

 Those who will put this together and contribute to content have volunteered for the task, but do have other 

work commitments. So at least to start with, we’d like to trial a ‘start small and be cost effective’ approach if 

that’s OK with you! 

 An eNewsletter distributed via email, made available on the Newton Parish Council website and also 

publicised on the ‘What’s Happening in Newton’ Facebook page is we hope a simple and effective way to 

reach the majority. Or, 

 If you’re one of the select few not online, then we will certainly arrange to provide you with a copy delivered 

to your door 

How often will I receive the Newsletter and how do I contribute? 

 This first Newsletter is a ‘mini’ trial edition to test the waters, gauge interest and secure all-important future 

content from you, our readers! 

 From this we plan to issue a quarterly (seasonal) eNewsletter, starting in September 2017 

 We need your help to build a secure list of resident contact information so that we can most effectively 

distribute the Newsletter – If you’re unable to attend this years’ Sports Day and would like to receive a copy 

of future publications, please submit your contact information via one of the means provided at the end of 

this Newsletter 

 If you would like to contribute to ‘One Newton’ on a one-off or regular basis or indeed, if you have valuable 

creative skills in producing such publications, then YES, we need you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Content in this brief First Edition includes members of our 1st Gunthorpe Brownie Unit, 

a seasonal update provided by local Farmer, James Fisher and recent news from our 

Newton Parish Council. 

Enjoy the summer and hope to hear from you in time for our September Edition! 

Autumn deadline for content – Sunday 20 August 2017 at the very latest! 

Yvonne Stephenson, Editor 
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1st Gunthorpe Brownies … Doing their Best! 
One of our local Brownie Units is sponsoring three Guide dog puppies, having raised a fantastic £300! 

As part of their fundraising activities, the girls recently held a Guide Dog Tea Party at Gunthorpe School and the 

night was a great success. They also thought about the Brownie Ethos of helping others and completed various 

chores at home and within their local community in return for a small donation and soon reached their £300 target. 

The Unit is now sponsoring three puppies, known as Libby, Farah and Bolt, who will train to become hard-working 

guide dogs, but also life changing companions to people who are blind or partially sighted. As you can imagine, 

the 1st Gunthorpe Brownies are very excited to hear their progress, knowing that their donation is going to such a 

great cause! You too can read about Libby, Farah and Bolt at www.guidedogs.org.uk. 

The Unit, comprising of girls from Gunthorpe and the surrounding villages of Newton, East Bridgford and 

Caythorpe, meet weekly on Monday evenings at Gunthorpe School from 6-7.30pm. To find out more speak 

to one of their Leaders or visit www.girlguiding.org.uk. 

Pictured above with the girls are Terry Rodgers from the Guide Dogs for the Blind Association and guide dog, 

Emmett, Nicola McCormack (centre back, Unit Leader from Newton), Helen Willis (right, Unit Leader from East 

Bridgford). 

Well done to all involved! 

 

 

 

http://www.guidedogs.org.uk/
http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/
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Farming in and Around Newton 
Many of you living in Newton, walking the footpaths or just driving around must wonder what is growing in the 

fields, what is it used for or, just what we are doing on the land! 

We are an arable farm which means we grow crops rather than keeping livestock. That said, we do keep 

horses at livery on a small area of grassland which for various reasons, cannot be used for growing crops. 

The crops we grow on a rotation basis around the fields are sugar beet, which looks a bit like lettuce and is 

growing next to the footpath around the estate. This is processed in a factory at Newark to make sugar. British 

Silver Spoon Sugar is made from the root of the plant. We also grow wheat and this is used for animal feed, 

particularly chickens and for making bread and biscuits. Our barley also provides animal feed, (pigs especially 

like it!) and in the brewing industry where it is used to make beer and whisky. We sometimes include field peas 

in our crop rotation - These are sent to make a firm Nottingham favourite, Mushy Peas and there is also a strong 

export market for these to the Far East. 

You may have seen large jets or water irrigating the potatoes which are grown for the crisp and chip factories 

and for this, we have a special Abstraction Licence which allows us to pump the water underground from the 

River Trent. Our potatoes are planted in April, harvested in October and stored on the farm in a temperature 

controlled building until the following May when they go to the factories. As with many of our crops, this is a long 

process and much is stored in the buildings on the farm until it is needed by those who will turn it into an end 

product for sale on our supermarket shelves or elsewhere. 

The combine harvester is all serviced and almost ready to roll! This will be used to harvest the oil seed rape 

crops. You will have seen the beautiful bright yellow fields of flowers in May and June – These produce vast 

quantities of nectar which attracts honey bees from which a light-coloured but peppery honey can be made. The 

plants have now been left to ripen and turned brown with millions of pods containing small black seeds. These 

are sent for use mainly in vegetable oil but also in many other products, including high quality non-mineral 

lubricants such as biodiesel. 

 

5 percent of our land has to be part of an environmentally focused scheme and is not receiving any chemical 

inputs. In our case that is an area equal to the size of 80 football pitches! We are not permitted to cut our field 

hedges (other than for safety reasons) until September to preserve nesting birds. 

I will, in future newsletters go into more detail, explain the tight regulations that we work under, especially the 

environmental considerations which include air and water quality across our entire farm. Christmas trees are 

another seasonal crop that we grow and if you pop to the farm for one in December, you can always ask us 

about the farm and what goes on! 

Warm regards, James Fisher, Newton House Farm 

 

 

 

 

https://stock.adobe.com/uk/stock-photo/large-field-of-sugar-beets-in-rural-central-colorado/43748004
https://stock.adobe.com/uk/stock-photo/wheat/88429504
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If you have ideas for the September eNewsletter, or wish to enter the Sport’s Day art competition, please let us 

know in good time so that we can plan the layout. All content and pictures must be received by Yvonne no later 

than 20 August 2017 at either of the following: 

Email:  newtonnottingham@outlook.com  

Post:  15 Dakota Road, Newton 

 

Recent News from Newton Parish Council 
 

 

 

 

Hot off the press is that Newton will soon have its own defibrillator for public use should the unforeseen occur. 

Full funding has been secured and the equipment will be cited on the side of the Security Building on Wellington 

Avenue, courtesy of local businessman, Bill Hughes and Newton Nottingham LLP. 

For those of you who are aware, our green open space where the annual Sports Day takes place is managed by 

a company called Meadfleet. With support from the Newton Parish Council, we have now set up a Meadfleet 

Liaison Group. This comprises of a small group of residents from the recent development who meet to discuss 

ideas and collaborate with Meadfleet more effectively through a joined-up approach in order to make informed 

decisions about our lovely open space. Your input and support is very much welcomed! 

The next meeting of your Newton Parish Council will be held on 26 July 2017 at Car Colston Village Hall, 

commencing at 7.30pm. Visit the website or see our village noticeboards for more information. 

 

Calling all Budding Young Newton Artists and 

Photographers! 
The ‘One Newton’ eNewsletter will only as good as you help to make it so we are very keen to receive a regular 

flow of creative and interesting content from those in the local community! 

With this in mind, we’re launching our first eNewsletter competition for children and young teens! Entries are 

invited from Newton residents to design a suitable seasonal ‘banner’ or provide a photograph that they have 

taken. The theme? That’s easy! … ‘What does autumn mean to you?’ 

Entries will be judged by the Editor and selected members from the Sports Day Team. Prizes will be awarded for 

the best entry in two age categories (8s and under and 9-16s). The overall winner will also see their entry in the 

September Edition of ‘One Newton’. 

Please submit your entries, together with your name, age and address no later than 20 August 2017 via either of 

the methods provided below. 

 

 

The Parish Council meet monthly to discuss important matters which affect our community. 

Residents are welcomed at these meetings, so please support them when you can! 

Draft minutes from the June 2017 meeting are now available on the NPC website at 

www.newtonparishcouncil.com and can also be found on the village noticeboards (one 

located at the bus stop and one on Main Street). 

mailto:newtonnottingham@outlook.com
http://www.newtonparishcouncil.com/

